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Once widespread across southern England,
the Scarlet Malachite Beetle has declined so
much it is now threatened with extinction.

We are asking people to look out for it this spring, so we can
assess the current status of this beetle in Britain.

We believe the beetle may still be hanging on in other areas
and with the help of the public we hope to discover more
populations.

How to identify a Scarlet Malachite Beetle

The Scarlet
Malachite Beetle
(Malachiusaeneus)
is distinctive with its
# greenish-bronze
¥ body and broad
= scarlet markings
across its back
| (on the wing cases).

The Scarlet
Malachite Beetle
also has a pale
yellow face and

when you look
closely has long

hairs covering
much of its body.

Beware Lookalikes!

Malachite Beetle (Malachiusbipustulatus)
Common and closely related to the
Scarlet Malachite Beetle. It is similar in
size (approx. 8 mm long) but only the
tips of the wing cases are red in the
Malachite Beetle, while the wing cases
are nearly all red in the Scarlet
Malachite Beetle.

Anthocomusrufus

Similar colour pattern to the Scarlet
Malachite Beetle, but it is much smaller
(approx. 4 mm long), does not have a
yellow face and is not covered in long
hairs.

Several other beetles have all-red wing
cases and are common, but, none of
these beetles has the Scarlet
Malachite Beetle’s patch of bronze-
green where the wing cases join.

Lily Beetle (Lilioceruslilii)
Found in gardens.

Cardinal Beetle (Pyrochroaseriaticornis)
Found in woodland.

Soldier Beetle (Cantharispellucida)
Found in meadows and road verges.






