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• Are long-lived
• Are nocturnal
• Only true flying mammal
• Give birth to one young per year 
• Are insectivorous 
• Echolocate to navigate and find their prey.
• Hibernate during the winter
• Many species rely on the same roosts year 

after year
• Have all experienced massive declines due to 

their vulnerability to changes in their 
environment.
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17 species of bats 
breed in the UK
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Bat Year

March/April and September/October are the 
least vulnerable times for bats

When planning any woodland/tree work, timing is important – the least disturbance is in spring and autumn 
when bats are highly mobile and dependent young are not present. 
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• Barbastelle
Found in broadleaved woodlands and uses older trees, 

veteran trees and deadwood. A woodland specialist 
that typically roosts, breeds, and hibernates in tree 
crevices and cavities (commonly behind lifted bark). 
It forages for moths in woodlands, wood pastures, 
parklands and alongside hedgerows and tree lines as 
well as in wet/unimproved grassland and coastal 
grasslands. Under threat due to loss of habitat, roost 
sites and connectivity to the countryside. 

.
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• Bechstein's bat 
Favours broadleaved woodland, veteran trees and 

deadwood. Another woodland specialist that will 
roost, breed and hibernate in tree crevices and 
cavities, showing a preference for woodpecker 
holes. Forages for moths within woodlands with a 
closed canopy and dense native understorey. Under 
threat due to loss of foraging habitat, roost sites and 
connectivity to the countryside. 
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• Noctule
The noctule is our largest British bat and is usually the 

first bat to appear in the evening. Forages over 
open habitats like pasture land and parkland, 
flying high above the trees, taking steep dives 
down to catch insects. Will roost, breed and 
hibernate in trees living mainly in rot holes and 
woodpecker holes. Loss of suitable trees for 
roosting has contributed to its decline. 

Target species
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All our primary target species will use 
tree roosts all year round.

All our primary target species will use 
wood pasture land for foraging and 

for commuting

Most bats are reluctant to leave the cover and 
protection features such as tree lines, 

hedgerows and edge habitat  provide, as they 
move between their roost and the foraging 

sites. 
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Examples of tree roosts
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All bats are listed as ‘European Protected 
Species’ (EPS) under the Conservation of 
Habitats and Species Regulations 2017

Follow Good Practice!
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/manage-and-

protect-woodland-wildlife
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Management recommendations
Protect all existing confirmed roosts sites

• Clearly mark and protect any trees that contain 
confirmed bat roosts.

• Avoid work around confirmed roost sites to limit 
disturbance.

• Care is needed when thinking of managing your 
site, so that you don’t cause disturbance or 
destroy any know roosts.
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• Retain a variety of trees of different ages to ensure a 
succession of mature, ancient and dying trees that will 
provide suitable roosting sites long term. 

• For some bat species like the barbastelle and 
Bechstein’s bat try to where appropriate to encourage 
the prevalence of oak. 

• Veteranisation techniques (man made holes, splits, 
pollarding) on young trees will address the age gap and 
may provide suitable roost features for the future.

• Retain dead standing wood and limbs as they will 
provide suitable roost opportunities for the future. 

Retain potential roost trees and ensure a succession or 
continuity of roosts for the future
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Create a good network of habitats used for commuting 
and avoid isolating from the wider landscape

• Protect, maintain and enhance existing 
networks of mature hedgerows, tree lines, 
woodlands, scrub, meadows and wetlands.

– Connectivity to the wider landscape 
is important. Avoid isolation and 
ensure there are suitable wildlife 
corridors.  

– Linear landscape features (hedges, 
shelterbelts, rows of riparian trees, 
etc.) will link sites to roosting and 
foraging grounds.
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• Minimum intervention
– Retain areas of dense understorey and 

closed canopy for foraging where possible. 
– Retain any ancient and veteran trees – great 

for roosts and for feeding opportunities. 
• Enhancement of edge habitat.

– Encourage native edges with a variety of 
trees, shrubs and grasses. This will support a 
greater diversity of insects and is of high 
value to many species.

– Leave overhanging branches and shrubs to 
provide cover for bats. Ensure that potential 
roosts trees do not become exposed.

– Create scalloped edges and bays along 
edges and rides for sheltered areas and 
increased food supply.  

Create structure and suitable foraging habitat
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Create structure and suitable foraging habitat

• Wooded land creation
– Planting trees and/or natural regeneration. 
– Plant trees in sparse areas to improve 

connectivity to the wider landscape.
Foraging habitat
- In wood pastures, planting of nectar rich 

shrubs in protective enclosures and tree 
planting, will provide foraging 
opportunities. 

• Retention of water features to support greater 
insect diversity. 

– Encourage native broadleaved trees and 
shrubs to grow alongside streams, rivers, lakes 
and other waterbodies to improve foraging 
opportunities and structural diversity.

– Create suitable water features and protect 
existing water features. 
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Key points:
•Protect all existing confirmed roosts sites

•Retain potential roost trees

•Ensure a succession or continuity of roosts 
for the future

•Create a good network of habitats used for 
commuting and avoid isolating from the wider 
landscape

•Create structure and suitable foraging habitat

•Retain standing and fallen deadwood

www.woodlandwildlifetoolkit.sylva.org.uk
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Thank You
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