
Yardley Hastings reservoirs pollinators demonstration site 
Pollinator projects in Lincs & Northants area  
Project objective: To improve site for pollinators within 3 years starting in Autumn 2017. 
 
Site: Three on line reservoirs as part of the Grendon Brook flood alleviation scheme (grid ref SP8610856173) 
 
Site location: 

 

 
 

 
West bank of reservoir 1 in August 2017 showing 
localised flowering patches of native red clover and 
rough hawkbit 
 

Background: A pollinators survey in August 2017 identified important existing habitat features acting as nectar 
sources and as shelter. These included mature hedges, rough grass ditch banks, patches of bramble and nettle.  
However, it was recommended that reservoir banks could be improved by plug planting with native flowers and by 
changes to the existing mowing regime. Increasing the number of native flowering plants will provide a greater 
diversity of both pollen and nectar sources and mowing less frequently will encourage greater flowering for more 
months of the year. Nectar and pollen sources early in the year are particularly important to some pollinators such 
as bees. 
 
Plug planting method: A botanical survey of the site was 
undertaken in July 2017 to highlight native flowers already 
present. Based on the findings of this survey, plugs of native 
flowers (refer to species list below) were planted on the 
banks of reservoir 1 in December 2017 and on the banks of 
reservoirs 2 and 3 in November 2018. Plugs were thoroughly 
watered in their trays on arrival at site, emptied into a large 
container to allow mixing up of the different species and then 
planted at a density of two plugs per square metre.  Plugs 
were planted to a measured depth (2cm) using dibbers to 
allow them remain moist during establishment over the 
winter months and so that regular grass cuts could be 
continued  without affecting them.  The location of a small 
sample of planted plugs have been recorded with white 
plastic markers in order to monitor success in establishment. 
Plug species are of proven native providence and 
appropriate to the local area based on local surveys and 
records.   

 

 
Soaked plug plants prior to planting 



 
 
 

 
Plug planting in a line using dibbers (Dec 2017) 
 

Aspect of banks: Reservoir sites include SE-facing banks 
which are important for many pollinators. Banks with a SE 
aspect warm more quickly in the sun and support early 
flowers providing a much needed early spring source of 
nectar and pollen for emerging pollinators.  
 
New mowing regime: Prior to August 2017, reservoir banks 
were mown up to 7 times a year depending on season and 
mowings were generally left on site to naturally rot down or 
blow away with the wind. To improve the sward for 
pollinators, grass cuts were reduced to as little as 3 per year, 
mowings in some cases were removed and the mowing 
height was increased from 4 to 10cm to encourage flowering. 
In addition, half the area of reservoir 1 was left uncut 
between July and late August to allow herbs such as 
knapweed and red clover to flower more frequently 
 

 
Newly planted 2018 plug  (Meadow Vetchling) 
 

 
Surviving 2017 plug (Ox-eye Daisy in 2018) 

Planted species: 
Ox-eye Daisy Leucanthemum vulgare 
Cowslip Primula veris 
Lady’s Bedstraw Galium verum 
Wild Basil Clinopodium vulgare 
Bird’s-foot Trefoil Lotus corniculatus 
Common Vetch Vicia sativa 
Meadow Vetchling Lathyrus pratensis 
Tufted Vetch Vicia cracca 
Autumnal Hawkbit Scorzoneroides autumnalis 
Rough Hawkbit Leontodon hispidus 
Self-heal Prunella vulgaris 
Red Clover Trifolium pratense 
 
  

Flower-rich reservoir bank (2018) 
 

Project outcome: Despite a very dry summer (2018), a proportion of 2017 plug plants survived and reservoir banks 
are becoming noticeably more flower-rich with increasing numbers of associated pollinators. 
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