
B-Lines and Local Authorities: Fact Sheet 2  - Annex 1 

Potential design features which will contribute towards the development of the B-Lines 

Small-scale 

Features 

Detail Advice 

Native wildflower 

planting 

Food supplies (pollen and nectar) for 

pollinator. 

Will act as ‘stepping stones’ in the B-Lines. 

These can be planted/sown as part of 

amenity space, roadside verges or wildlife 

areas 

http://www.plantlife.org.uk/  

 

http://www.floralocale.org/Planting+and

+stock  

 

http://www.wildlifetrusts.org/sites/wt-

main.live.drupal.precedenthost.co.uk/file

s/files/Wildlife%20Gardening/Wildflower

Meadow.pdf  

 

Native shrubs and 

tree planting 

Very valuable food supplies for insect 

pollinators, as well as well as a range of 

other invertebrates and other wildlife. 

Willows, hawthorns and fruit trees can 

provide very important early nectar 

sources. Also nesting and shelter for a range 

of pollinators and other invertebrates 

http://www.wildlifetrusts.org/Bees-

needs/growmore  

Living roofs and 

green walls 

Food and  nesting sites for pollinators, other 

invertebrates and birds 

https://www.buglife.org.uk/campaigns-

and-our-work/habitat-projects/glorious-

green-roofs 

https://www.buglife.org.uk/advice-and-

publications/publications/habitat-

management   

Bee hotels and bug 

houses 

Nesting site and shelter for bees and other 

invertebrates 

www.buglife.org.uk/getinvolved/gardeni

ng/beenestsforgardeners 

 

Ponds Breeding and feeding habitat for 

invertebrates (including many pollinators) 

and a range of other wildlife 

www.pondconservation.org.uk/  

Use nectar-rich 

flower species in 

landscaping. 

Benefits for butterflies, moths and other 

insect pollinators 

http://www.wildlifetrusts.org/sites/wt-

main.live.drupal.precedenthost.co.uk/file

s/files/Wildlife%20Gardening/ButterflyG

ardening.pdf 

https://www.rhs.org.uk/science/conserv

ation-biodiversity/wildlife/encourage-

wildlife-to-your-garden/plants-for-

pollinators  

Use more 

sympathetic 

amenity grassland 

management 

Relaxing gang-mowing to encourage things 

like Cow Parsley, Hogweed, dandelions, 

knapweeds etc. will provide valuable nectar 

and pollen sources for a range of pollinators 

 

Provision of advice 

to home owners or 

other developers 

Gardens make up a significant part of 

greenspace in our towns and cities. Often 

over 30% of greenspace is private gardens. 

Small changes to the management of these 

private spaces can add up to a significant 

change. 

https://www.buglife.org.uk/sites/default

/files/B-

Friendly%20in%20your%20Community.p

df  

https://www.buglife.org.uk/sites/default

/files/B-

Friendly%20in%20your%20Garden.pdf  

Larger-scale 

Features 

  



Habitat creation Creating new high quality habitat will 

benefit a range of wildlife and create vital 

stepping stones between existing habitat 

patches. It will also make significant 

contributions to the UK and Local 

Biodiversity Action Plan targets.  

https://www.buglife.org.uk/sites/default

/files/Sheet%203_Grassland%20creation

%205_07_1.pdf  

Restoration and 

management of 

existing habitats 

The highest priority should be sustainable 

management and restoration of existing 

wildlife habitats. Local Wildlife sites protect 

some incredibly important habitats and 

species, yet often lie neglected or misused 

by people.   

https://www.buglife.org.uk/activities-for-

you/wildlife-gardening/how-make-

community-meadow  

 

https://www.buglife.org.uk/advice-and-

publications/publications/b-lines-

resources 

 

Create Habitat 

Links to 

surrounding 

countryside and 

other greenspace 

Existing wildlife habitats within 

development must be retained and then 

habitat links or stepping stones created to 

join up with other wildlife-rich areas and 

the surrounding countryside. Take 

advantage of linear features such as water 

courses, field margins, roads, canals, 

disused railways etc. 

http://www.snh.gov.uk/docs/C331645.p

df 

 

Sustainable Urban 

Drainage Systems 

Wetland or ponds will support a variety of 

invertebrates and other wildlife, including 

the larvae of important pollinators such as 

certain hoverflies   

http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/q

uality/water/sewage/sustainable-

drainage/  

 

 


