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The B-Lines: Using Local Development Planning 
 
By helping deliver the B-Lines you will be helping to conserve our insect pollinators, 

whilst fulfilling your wildlife conservation obligations. 
 
The B-Lines network is a landscape-scale response to the needs of our insect pollinators, 
as outlined in the National Pollinator Strategy 2014i. Being a UK-wide network, it also aims 
to make a significant contribution to the key actions identified in the ‘Making a Space for 
Nature’ reviewii.  B-Lines aims to develop pathways of permanent wildflower habitat which 
link existing wildlife areas together to create a network across our countryside and towns. In 
doing so: 
 

 Restore and create high quality wildflower-rich habitats, helping conserve populations 
of a wide range of insect pollinators 

 Help to link small fragments of habitat, assisting species movement/dispersal 

 Create large expanses of attractive flower-rich habitats for the benefit of local 
communities 

 Aid pollination of our crops 
 

 
How B-Lines can help Local Authorities 
 
Local Authorities have a Duty to conserve biodiversity in exercising their functions under the 
Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act (NERC) 2006iii. Supporting and helping to 
deliver B-Lines will demonstrate local authorities’ commitment to biodiversity, whilst also 
contributing toward delivery of key objectives outlined in the National Pollinator Strategy.  B-
Lines provides a very simple framework within which local authorities can deliver their 
obligations; benefiting both their wildlife and their local communities.  
 
 
The National Pollinator Strategy 
 
The Government’s National Pollinator Strategy 2014 sets out a 10 year plan to help 
pollinating insects survive and thrive across England. The Strategy outlines actions to 
support and protect the many pollinating insects which contribute to our food production and 
the diversity of our environment. It is a shared plan of action which looks to everyone to work 
together and ensure pollinators’ needs are addressed as an integral part of land and habitat 
management.  
 
In particular the Strategy looks to local authorities to take a lead across many of their work 
areas and duties, including their role in local planning and also as managers of public and 
amenity spaces, brownfield sites, schools, car parks, roadside verges and roundabouts. 
 
 
 

 



 
Local Planning Frameworks and Development Planning 
 
Key policy drivers relating to B-Lines 
 

1. The National Planning Policy Framework (2012)iv paragraph 117 requires planning 
authorities to minimise impacts on biodiversity and geodiversity by ensuring planning 
policies: 
 

 plan for biodiversity at a landscape-scale across local authority boundaries; 

 identify and map components of the local ecological networks, including the 
hierarchy of international, national and locally designated sites of importance 
for biodiversity, wildlife corridors and stepping stones that connect them and 
areas identified by local partnerships for habitat restoration or creation; 

 promote the preservation, restoration and re-creation of priority habitats, 
ecological networks and the protection and recovery of priority species 
populations, linked to national and local targets, and identify suitable 
indicators for monitoring biodiversity in the plan. 

 
2. The National Planning Policy Framework  also states that the ‘planning system 

should contribute to and enhance the natural and local environment by; 

 recognising the wider benefits of ecosystem services; 

 minimising impacts on biodiversity and providing net gains in biodiversity 
where possible,…., including by establishing coherent ecological networks 
that are more resilient to current and future pressures 

 
3. In accordance with the Localism Act 2011v and the National Planning Policy 

Framework, there is a need to demonstrate evidence of having effectively cooperated 
with relevant bodies and partnerships including Nature Improvement Areas. 
 

4. Public authorities have specific duties to support species and habitats through the 
biodiversity duty under section 40 of the Natural Environment and Rural Communities 
Act (2006). In addition specific commitments under the Natural Environment White 
Paper (2011) are also potentially beneficial for pollinators, such as establishing green 
corridors along roads and railways. 
 

5. Further responsibilities are afforded by the Conservation (Natural Habitats, &c.) 
Regulations 1994 (Section 37) which requires development plans “to include policies 
encouraging the management of features of the landscape which are of major 
importance for wild flora and fauna. Such features are those which, by virtue of their 
linear and continuous structure (such as rivers with their banks or the traditional 
systems of marking field boundaries) or their function as stepping stones (such as 
ponds or small woods), are essential for the migration, dispersal and genetic 
exchange of wild species.” 

 
 
.Recognising the B-Lines in Local Planning 
 
We would encourage local authorities to include the B-Lines mapping within their Local 
Development Frameworks. The B-Lines maps will both complement any existing ecological 
network or biodiversity opportunity/assets mapping, while also highlighting how these fit 
within a larger UK-wide network.  Local Plans should also include a policy to protect 
ecological networks, including the B-Lines network. 
 



Development Management Advice 
 
When considering development proposals located within the B-Lines, we would expect the 
natural environment to be taken into consideration early in the design process. Ecological 
connections through and around development sites, and with the wider B-Lines networks 
should be maintained and enhanced.  
 
Potential Benefits: Development proposals that can contribute a quantifiable benefit to the 
B-Lines should be supported. These may include: 
 
• Restoring existing, or creating new areas of ‘Priority habitats’  
• Restoring and/or creating foraging/nesting sites for insect pollinators 
• Improving management of existing wildflower-rich habitats  
 
In addition there are many design features which if included within developments have the 
potential to enhance the B-Lines network (see Annex 1 to this document). 
 
 
Adverse impacts: Within the B-Lines, planning authorities should ensure that development 
proposals do not adversely impact on the integrity of the network (see the B-Lines Guiding 
Principles for further advice).  
 
Adverse impacts may include: 

 Damaging or destroying existing ‘Priority habitats’ or habitats supporting insect 
pollinators 

 Damaging or destroying small areas of ‘Priority habitat’ that on their own may be 
considered insignificant or of low ecological value, but may form an important part of 
the B-Lines network 

 Damaging or developing a high-quality brownfield site (Open Mosaic Habitat on 
Previously Developed Land) 

 
Mitigation and compensation 
 
The principles of B-Lines creation can be used when mitigating the impacts of a 

development. However the Mitigation Hierarchy (avoid, mitigate and as a last resort 

compensate) should always be strictly adhered to. 

 
 

Using B-Lines as part of your green infrastructure 
 
There has also been a major push to include green infrastructure mapping in Local 
Development Frameworks.  These multi-functional corridors/networks are often underpinned 
by habitat mapping, and hence also offer substantial opportunities to enhance the 
biodiversity resource.  
 
B-Lines is a simple yet effective approach to green infrastructure, which is highly attractive to 
local communities and simple to understand. Local authorities should identify synergies 
between B-Lines and existing green infrastructure mapping, and then use the B-Lines 
messages to promote and take forward action on the ground. Useful advice on ensuring 
wildlife-rich networks are included in development has been provided by the Town and 
Country Planning Associationvi 



                                                           
i
 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-pollinator-strategy-for-bees-and-other-pollinators-in-
england 
ii
 http://archive.defra.gov.uk/environment/biodiversity/documents/201009space-for-nature.pdf 

iii
 http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2006/16/pdfs/ukpga_20060016_en.pdf 

iv
 https://www.gov.uk/government/policies/making-the-planning-system-work-more-efficiently-and-

effectively/supporting-pages/national-planning-policy-framework 
v
 http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2011/20/contents/enacted 

vi
 www.tcpa.org.uk/pages/planning-for-a-healthy-environment-good-practice-for-green-infrastructure-and-

biodiversity.html  
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