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The B-Lines: Helping local authorities 

help insect pollinators 

Why help pollinators? 
 
Insect Pollinators provide an essential ‘ecosystem service’ - being 
responsible for the pollination of a large proportion of our food 
crops and our native plants. The importance of this is highlighted in 
the Government’s National Pollinator Strategy 2014i. 
 
So what are the B-Lines? 
 
B-Lines is a landscape-scale biodiversity initiative, being developed 
and promoted by Buglife – The Invertebrate Conservation Trust, 
which aims to create a UK-wide network of wildflower-rich habitatsii.  
 
B-Lines is being developed as a response to recommendations made in Sir John Lawton’s ‘Making 
Space for Nature’ reviewiii; identifying and creating linkages between our key wildlife sites. B-Lines 
also provides a framework within which we can all make a make a major contribution towards the 
National Pollinator Strategy. 
 
The B-Lines are identified as 3 km wide linear pathways which link together existing important 
wildflower-rich areas (e.g. SSSI, Local Wildlife Sites, Local Nature Reserves, nature reserves, BAP 
habitats) – these habitat areas forming the foundations of the new B-Lines network.  Further 
guidance on how the B-Lines are mapped and should be developed to provide the greatest benefits 
to wildlife and people is provided in other Fact Sheets.   
 
The B-Lines Mapping 

 
The B-Lines are being mapped across the UK in partnership 
with Local Nature Partnerships, Statutory Agencies, local 
authorities and other conservation partners.   
 
The mapping identifies simple networks, including pragmatic 
linkages between the majority and best of our existing 
wildflower-rich habitat areas. The B-Lines are identified through 
a process of data collation, GIS modelling and stakeholder 
verification. 
 
The B-Lines networks provide a focus for strategic wildflower-
rich habitat restoration/creation. The maps can be used to help 
guide priority work, and for the development of new, or existing, 
projects and delivery programmes 
 
 
Example of B-Lines Network (North West of England) 

 
 



Creating the B-Lines 
 
Developing the B-Lines network will require more integrated thinking and working across the UK, 
and we are seeking support for this from local authorities and other key partnerships and 
organisations.  
 
How can you use the B-Lines? And how can they help you? 
  
The B-Lines maps will be used in many ways. We hope that they will assist in prioritising and 
delivering your Green Infrastructure and other wildlife initiatives, in targeting action on your own 
estates and in your strategic development planning work. 
 
 

• Using the B-Lines in Local Planning and Green Infrastructure work 
Local authorities can use the B-Lines as part of the biodiversity ‘evidence base’ and review 
existing planning policies to ensure important habitats, and other areas important to insect 
pollinators are protected. Local authorities can also integrate the B-Lines into their 
biodiversity and green infrastructure mapping, and use them to promote and take forward 
actions for insect pollinators. By doing this local authorities will be contributing to a wider UK 
biodiversity network and supporting the National Pollinator Strategy. The B-Lines are also an 
ideal mechanism for securing mitigation and compensation following habitat loss associated 
with development or land-use change. 

 

• Making changes to land management  
Local authorities can make a significant contribution by implementing positive management 
regimes on any Local Wildlife sites which form a key part of the B-Lines networks. In addition 
many local authorities have significant land holdings, which have the potential to be 
managed more sympathetically for wildlife. Small changes to management regimes carried 
out on roadside verges, parks  and other amenity space can have a big impact on the value 
of land to insect pollinators and other wildlife, and added together can make a major 
contribution towards the enhancement of the environment at a landscape-scale. By creating 
more accessible natural greenspace, B-Lines will bring nature into people’s lives, with 
benefits to both physical and mental wellbeing.   

 
• Development of New Projects 

The successful implementation of B-Lines will depend on a large number of habitat 
restoration and creation projects/programmes being implemented across the UK. Current 
projects are already having a major impact, however much more action is needed.  Buglife is 
keen to work with local authorities and other partners to identify and then take forward new 
projects across the B-Lines, and will aim to use new ‘ecological modelling’ tools to target 
action at the most beneficial locations. 
 

• Enthusing others to take action 
Significant parts of the B-Lines network can be developed by enthusiastic individuals and 
groups often just taking action on small areas of land. Schools, businesses, local 
communities and private individuals can all help to develop the wildflower-rich environment 
needed within the B-Lines. We would encourage local authorities to use the B-Lines to 
enthuse and work with local people to help conserve our insect pollinators and other wildlife. 

 
Further Guidance is provided in other B-Lines Fact Sheets 
                                                           
i
 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-pollinator-strategy-for-bees-and-other-pollinators-in-england 
ii
 www.buglife.org.uk  

iii
 Lawton et al., 2010: Making Space for Nature: a review of England’s wildlife sites and ecological network. Defra 


